BIRD CLUB NEWS (Jan-Feb 2008)
Up Coming Events:

February 6th Meeting – 4pm Pinkney Hall.  Speaker is Diana Churchill of the Ogeechee Audubon Society; Title: “Birds of the Savannah River Wildlife Refuge”
March 5th Meeting – 4pm Pinkney Hall. Speaker is Kim Jones, Bluffton's Natural Resources Manager; Title: “Area water quality, how it relates to wildlife and birds, and what we can do”
Diane Rand is planning a Field trip for February and Dave Batemen is developing a session on bird/nature photography for the novice so watch for announcements of these dates and details.

Reminders:
If you have not already done so, please renew your 2008 membership ($5 check to Helen Chatterton) at the Feb meeting or by placing a check in Helen’s SS mailbox (5 Behn Lane).  Unpaid members will be dropped from our roles and email list by the end of February.

Help the club by purchasing 50/50 tickets and a Bird Club hat or visor.  They will be available at the back desk before each monthly meeting.  Bring your check book and dollar bills.

Thank You: 
To Tom and Sue Rea for taking such great pictures on an unphotogenic day during our Christmas Bird Count and then making the attractive poster that has been in the wall window display in Pickney during January.  Hope you all had a chance to see it.

To those who answered my email and volunteered to be monitors for the new martin house.  We will be putting up another house soon so more of these volunteers can be utilized.

New Speakers:
If you have visitors, acquaintances or know of someone who would be a good speaker for our monthly meetings, please email Paul Padula <phillyfolks@davtv.com>. He is always looking for new speakers dealing with new topics. 
Bird Trail Volunteers:
Jim Ennis will be adding another (our 22nd) 6-box blue bird trail this year so we are looking for a couple people to volunteer to monitor this trail during the nesting season. Email Jim <jimmmee@aol.com> to volunteer.  Also if you have your own blue bird house and would like to participate in the monitoring program, email Jim and he will invite you to his informational session and give you the instructions needed.  The same is true of martin houses, if you have a house and would like to be included in Jim Kyle’s monitoring program, email him at <helenjimkyle@hargray.com>. It appears that we have a small nesting rookery of wading birds near the front gate and we would like to begin to carefully monitor nesting activity there this spring.  If you are interested in helping with this, please email <jdeman@ucdavis.edu>. 

Sun City Bird Walks:
We’re looking for volunteers to continue the monthly bird walks that Dave Batemen initiated last year.  Anyone interested in leading one or more  walks within Sun City, please email Diane Rand <sunbirder@davtv.com>. Walks can be confined to your neighborhood or anywhere on Sun City public property at a time and date of your choosing.   We have had 82 new members join the Club so far this year and there must be several avid birders in this group who could lead such walks for our less skilled or handicapped birders.  Here is a way to get more involved!
New Initiatives:
To help counter the steady loss in number and habitat of North American birds, we need to do everything we can to provide habitat and nesting sites for our native birds here in Sun City.  Some efforts are well established and others are beginning but many more ideas are awaiting volunteers to step forward and take the lead in organizing new efforts.

Our long-term activities to encourage blue birds and purple martins have been quite successful. Crested flycatchers have been more challenging.  But there are several other bird species that would benefit from our providing more nesting sites.  Platforms for osprey, nest boxes for owls, wood ducks and barn swallows are just a few examples of species that could benefit if we had members willing to take the lead in organizing other special projects similar to what Jim Ennis,  Jim Kyle and Olvis Spenser have done.  Contact me <jdedman@ucdavis.edu> or any Board member with your ideas and interests in developing a special project to enhance other bird populations. The Bird Club will support you!   

Our recent plans to develop a hummingbird/butterfly garden in Sun City together with the Garden Club have focused on first identifying a suitable public site and getting CAM approval to develop it for this purpose.  We are making progress on this front and hope to have some good news to report before too long.  We also have begun to look into ways to encourage management of more remote grassy areas to benefit ground nesting birds and to influence the management of some of the lagoons in ways that will benefit and diversify our waterfowl populations.  Dave Bateman has written an article on this subject for an upcoming Sunsations so watch for it soon.  If you have interest in these activities, email me so we can better assess the level of interest and wiliness to participate among our membership.
After Barry Lowes January talk, some members expressed a desire for the Club to get more involved (proactive) in environmental efforts to preserve wetlands and other natural areas, to protect water quality, and other local regional and national issues affecting bird and other wildlife populations.  If you are interested in forming a committee devoted to that purpose, please contact me at <jdedman@ucdavis.edu>.  
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